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Thank you for your letter of 27 June 2017 following the Public Petitions Committee’s 
consideration of petition PE1654.   
 
This response should be considered alongside the response from Forestry Commission 
Scotland. They operate as part of the Scottish Government’s Environment and Forestry 
Directorate and are best placed to provide you with the detail regarding the haulage of timber 
in Scotland.  
 
As Forestry Commission Scotland’s response also states, local roads are the responsibility 
of local authorities, which already have powers to put in place traffic restrictions where a 
road, or section of road, is deemed to be unsuitable for use by certain vehicles. However, in 
acknowledgement that the movement of timber poses a specific set of challenges, the 
Scottish Government has over the years supported efforts to reduce both its scale and its 
impact.  
 
1. What progress is being made on the “road by sea” timber transport initiative 

and what are the benefits and limitations of such initiatives in addressing the 
problems raised by the petition? 

 
The Scottish Government provides subsidy for TimberLINK, which moves 80-100,000 tonnes 
of timber by sea from ports in Argyll to harbours and then onto mills in Ayrshire, removing up 
to 1,000,000 lorry miles per annum from the road network. The Strategic Timber Transport 
Scheme has also enabled the trialling of systems to operate a large landing craft that can 
take timber from isolated and land-locked coastal forests. However it is true that in the 
majority of cases, when timber is shipped to market the initial journey from forest to port uses 
some part of the rural road network. 
 
2. Does the Scottish Government intend to introduce measures on consultation in 

the forestry sector in either primary or secondary legislation with the 
introduction of the Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill? 

 
The Forestry and Land Management (Scotland) Bill provides a new statutory framework for 
the regulation, support and development of forestry in Scotland.  The Bill replaces the 
Forestry Act 1967 as it applies to Scotland.  The Bill, as introduced, does not contain any 
provisions relating to timber transport, a matter which is currently dealt with on a non-
statutory basis via a collaboration between local authorities and the forestry sector. Current 
arrangements include consultation with the local community, as set out in the Confor code of 
practice on stakeholder engagement (which covers all points in the management of a forest 
from new planting to the transport of felled timber).  
 
Part 4 of the Bill deals with the regulation of felling trees but deals purely with matters that 
occur on site; it does not extend to how timber is subsequently extracted or transported. The 
Scottish Government has no current plans to include provisions relating to timber haulage in 
the Bill. 
 
3. Does the Scottish Government consider that timber transport and the agreed 

forestry extraction routes for this should be reviewed as part of the Forestry 
and Land Management (Scotland) Bill? 

 



  
 

Forestry devolution and the new legislative framework introduced by the Bill should be seen 
as one element of an ongoing programme of work to promote forestry in Scotland and to 
increase its contribution to the rural economy.  As noted at question 1, this includes support 
for schemes to improve timber transport links and remove timber transport from roads where 
possible.   
 
Each local authority has the power to put in place traffic restrictions on individual roads, or 
sections of road, where they are deemed to be unsuitable for use by certain vehicles.  There 
are no formal forestry extraction routes, rather relevant roads are categorised in relation to 
their fitness for the purpose of timber haulage and recorded on maps. This process is a 
collaboration between local authorities and the forestry sector, resulting in voluntary 
agreements. The maps and plans that result are subject to review and revision in light of 
experience gained over time. This is a regional approach, supported across most of Scotland 
by Regional Timber Transport Groups. 
 
The Scottish Government has no current plans to review the existing collaborative approach 
between the sector and local authorities, nor to legislate for the matter via the Forestry and 
Land Management (Scotland) Bill. 
 


